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Santa Fe

The three-hundred-forty-eighth meeting of the Legislative Council was called to order on
Monday, January 14, 2013, at 10:45 a.m. in Room 307 of the State Capitol by Senator Timothy
Z. Jennings, co-chair.

Present Absent
Senator Timothy Z. Jennings, Co-Chair
Representative Thomas A. Anderson
Representative Donald E. Bratton
Senator Carlos R. Cisneros
Representative Anna M. Crook
Senator Stuart Ingle
Representative W. Ken Martinez
Senator Cisco McSorley
Representative Rick Miera
Senator William H. Payne
Senator Michael S. Sanchez
Senator William E. Sharer
Representative Sheryl Williams Stapleton
Representative Thomas C. Taylor

Special Advisory Members Present Special Advisory Members Absent
Representative Eliseo Lee Alcon
Senator Pete Campos
Representative Rhonda S. King
Representative James Roger Madalena
Representative Andy Nuñez
Representative Debbie A. Rodella
Senator John Arthur Smith

Senator Mary Jane M. Garcia
Representative Roberto "Bobby" J. Gonzales
Representative Dennis J. Kintigh
Representative Antonio Lujan
Senator George K. Munoz

Staff
Raúl E. Burciaga, Director, Legislative Council Service (LCS)
Kathy Pacheco-Dofflemeyer, Assistant Director for Administration, LCS
John Yaeger, Assistant Director for Legislative Affairs, LCS
Jeret Fleetwood, Locator Coordinator, LCS



The council began by observing a moment of silence for Speaker Ben Lujan, who passed
away on December 18, 2012.

Approval of Minutes
On a motion made, seconded and passed, the minutes of the three-hundred-forty-seventh

meeting from December 14, 2012 were approved as submitted.

Session Security
Captain Mike Waring of the New Mexico State Police provided the council with

testimony regarding the state police detail assigned to capitol security this session.  He explained
that the goal is to provide a safe, secure environment.  Captain Waring also noted that an
appropriation of $134,000 is being requested to fund the state police security detail.

In response to a question from Senator Jennings, Captain Waring indicated that a mobile
command post and a communications trailer will be parked near the parking structure to be used
in case of any kind of event.

In response to questions from Senator Payne, Captain Waring explained that more secure
access to the gallery and chambers, as well as some kind of detectors at entrances, could be
considered, but would require additional personnel and funding.  He added that the state police
might employ a radiological sniffer at some point.

Senator Ingle acknowledged that while the State Capitol is a large building and difficult
to secure, its openness and access are good things, and that limiting those would be tragic.

Senator Jennings pointed out that while a video system is in use in the State Capitol, it
should never be used for personal or political gain, and that people should have some reasonable
expectation of privacy while in the building.

Staff Reports
Mr. Burciaga noted that the council had requested joint sessions to update all members of

the legislature on pension solvency and the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,
indicating that those joint sessions are scheduled for January 23 and 24.

In response to a question from Representative Crook, Mr. Burciaga explained that the
ethics seminar has traditionally been scheduled for December because it is difficult to gather all
of the members together during sessions.  However, he noted that the ethics seminar could be
moved to a time during session with direction from the council.

Mr. Burciaga explained that Doris Faust had left the LCS to take a job in Minnesota.  He
noted that the LCS has a full complement of attorneys and that Chase Van Gorder would act as
drafting coordinator during the session, serving as a point person for requests from legislators
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and agencies.  Mr. Burciaga also pointed out that Mr. Van Gorder would be in Ms. Faust's old
office and would retain her phone extension.

Mr. Burciaga also discussed Legislative Information Systems (LIS) security issues, noting
that the web site for the South Carolina Department of Revenue had recently been hacked,
exposing millions of social security, credit card and business records.  He explained that the LIS
is working to keep the network safe and that a mandatory password change would take place on
Monday, January 21.  Mr. Burciaga said that a reminder would be placed on every keyboard in
the building that weekend.

Mr. Burciaga also noted that budgets for the LCS and Legislative Building Services had
been submitted to the Department of Finance and Administration, and that other than a
retirement contribution swap and changes in General Services Department rates, they are flat.  He
did point out that the LIS budget has increased slightly due to security hardware and software
upgrades.

Mr. Burciaga also noted that Santa Fe is being featured on a C-SPAN cities tour, and that
Paula Tackett had led the camera crew on a tour of the State Capitol.  He indicated that the show
would air in early February.

Senator Michael S. Sanchez presented Senator Mary Jane M. Garcia and Senator
Jennings with certificates thanking them and recognizing their many years of service to the
people of the State of New Mexico.

Several members of the council, staff and individuals in the audience thanked Senator
Jennings for his hard work and dedication.  All remarked on his commitment to not only the
senate, where he spent 34 years, but to the legislative institution, the many people he influenced,
the staff he supported and the many legislators he befriended.  

Senator Jennings spoke to the council, thanking all of the people who helped him during
his career in Santa Fe, reflecting on his time as a state senator and offering advice for those who
continue to serve in the state legislature.  He reminded everyone what an honor it is to serve in
the New Mexico Legislature and how he hopes that all legislators, especially the incoming
members, recognize the special privilege of serving the state and representing its residents.  

There being no further business, the council adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
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